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Stacy Underwood
HEAD COACH (FIRST YEAR)     •     NEBRASKA (2007)

The Nebraska rifle team entered a new 
era when it announced former Husker Stacy 
Underwood as its fourth head coach on May 
24, 2012. 

Underwood comes to Nebraska after 
serving as an assistant coach for Harry Mullins 
at Kentucky from 2007 to 2012.  She spent 
three seasons in a graduate assistant position 
before being promoted to a full-time assistant 
coach. Underwood helped the Wildcats to 
a 48-8 record during her tenure, earning 
five top-five NCAA finishes in the process. 
Kentucky won the 2011 NCAA Championship, 
shooting a championship-record 4700/4800 
and the NCAA Match Record 4711/4800. 
Additionally, Kentucky earned one GARC 
Championship title and two GARC regular-
season crowns, while 26 student-athletes 
were named All-Americans in her five years as 
an assistant coach.

Before her time as an assistant at Kentucky, 
Underwood competed for Nebraska’s rifle 
team from 2003 to 2007. Underwood, a four-
year letterwinner, was a two-time NRA All-
American while shooting for the Huskers. In 
2007, she was named GARC Senior of the Year, 
while earning first-team All-GARC honors in 
air rifle/combined. Underwood was named 
second-team All-GARC in smallbore as well as 
second-team NRA All-Collegiate in air rifle and 
smallbore.

Coaching Experience
Head Coach, Nebraska (2012-present)
Assistant Coach, Kentucky (2007-12)

Coaching Accomplishments
NCAA Rifle Champions (Kentucky, 2011)
NCAA Rifle Runner-Up (Kentucky, 2012)
NCAA Smallbore Champions (Kentucky, 2011, 2012)
Fourth at NCAA Championships (Kentucky, 2010)

Athletic Honors
Two-Time NRA All-American
GARC Senior of the Year (2007)
First-Team All-GARC in Air Rifle/Combined (2007)
Second-Team All-GARC, Smallbore (2007)
Second-Team NRA All-Collegiate, Air Rifle/Smallbore (2007)
Nebraska Most Valuable Shooter (2006-07)

Underwood served as the team captain 
during the 2004-05 campaign, when the 
Huskers earned a third-place NCAA finish. She 
capped off her Husker career by earning team 
MVP in 2007, leading the Huskers to a fifth-
place NCAA finish. In 2004, Underwood was 
named Nebraska’s most improved shooter, 
helping the Huskers to a sixth-place NCAA 
finish.

Underwood graduated from the University 
of Nebraska in 2007 with a bachelor’s degree 
in education. She earned her master’s degree 
in kinesiology and health promotion from 
Kentucky in 2009.

COACHES

Getting to Know Coach Stacy Underwood
Q: What is your coaching philosophy?
A:	My philosophy stems from the unique rigors of 
the sport I love to coach. 
	 Rifle is the only NCAA sport where you compete 
against yourself without awareness of how your 
fellow competitors are doing, until you’re finished. 
Only then are scores compared. So my athletes 
have to be totally self-contained – in motivation, 
discipline, and focus.  
	 Even more, my athletes have to be supremely 
calm. A minute waver of even hundredths of a 
millimeter at the rifle barrel end can throw a shot 
way off a center target that’s the size of a pin head at 
10 meters away. Very slight differences in breathing, 
heart rate, pulse strength, and muscle twitch amplify 
that waver. 
	 Finally, rifle is a sport of slight differences. A 
perfect individual match score is 1200 points. A 
perfect team score is 4800 points. Perform at 96 
percent of perfection and you’ll be marginally 
competitive. Perform at 98 percent of perfection 
and you’ll be setting NCAA records. It’s in that two 
percentage point spread that you find greatness in 
rifle.
 	 So, given these rigors I’ve organized my coaching 
philosophy around the idea of “just 1 percent more”. 
I’m asking each team member to give just 1 percent 
more in all areas- academics, personal development 

and performance.
	 Sounds simple, but think about what’s involved. 
Every team member has to deliver.  To deliver, they’ll 
have to organize all the areas of their lives so they’re 
always ready mentally and physically. Any issues 
that come up can be referenced by “what will get us 
just 1 percent more”. They can learn from each other 
what works. Their lives - mind and body - will be in 
sync and at peace. That will give them calm. So my 
efforts will focus on helping each one achieve their 
goal. I expect great individual surprises, and from 
that, a great team result.

Q: How did your experience as a competitor at 
Nebraska prepare you for coaching?
A:	First, I learned the power of a rich, successful 
athletic tradition. It’s everywhere you turn on 
campus and in town. I did not want to disappoint 
that tradition. And I hoped one day to return and 
continue that legacy as a coach. 
	 Second, I got my first glimpse of the importance 
of organizing my life so I was ready to compete. I 
was helped enormously by the responsive staff and 
coaching resources available to me at will. I’m so 
thankful my team can count on the same.

Q: What did you take away from your time as an 
assistant at Kentucky that you hope to bring to the 

range at Nebraska? 
A:	When you assist under a rifle sport legend like 
Coach Mullins you absorb much more than you 
realize. 
 	 At Kentucky I saw again the power of a proud, 
successful tradition. 
 	 I learned recruiting. Coach Mullins is a master at 
working connections. I work on that skill every day.
 	 I also learned the importance of listening to other 
viewpoints. Even with a 25 year history of success, 
Coach Mullins encouraged me to try new ideas. 
 	 Finally, I learned that while tradition and potential 
are nice, lasting success comes from a constant 
commitment to hard work from all the influences 
that may affect team performance. 

Q: What do you look for when recruiting a shooter?
A:	If a recruit is already shooting at 98 percent of 
perfection, they should want the superb individual 
support and team atmosphere we can deliver to 
keep them consistent.
 	 If a recruit is shooting at 95 percent plus of 
perfection, I want to see the indicators in their 
history and values that clearly show they will do 
what’s needed to add “just 1 percent more” each 
year. 
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PAT LOGSDON KARIN FUSCO
ASSOCIATE A.D./SWA •     NEBRASKA (1989) RIFLE TEAM SECRETARY

A member of the Nebraska Athletic Department since 1979, Pat 
Logsdon was promoted to senior woman administrator on March 7, 2008, 
in addition to her duties as associate athletic director for administration. 
She previously served in the role of assistant athletic director.

Logsdon’s duties include oversight on all administrative issues and 
operational functions of the Athletic Director’s office; oversight in the 
areas of administration, athletic medicine, nutrition, football operations, 
softball, women’s gymnastics and rifle; developing and implementing 
administrative policies and procedures, assisting with strategic planning, 
reviewing and maintaining game and coaching contracts and oversight 
of the administrative budget. Previously, Logsdon spent six seasons 
as NU’s director of football operations, the first female in Division I 
to serve in that capacity. She handled organization of all recruiting 
functions, supervised compliance activities and coordinated all football 
administrative operations, including travel and practice operations. 
Logsdon served three years as assistant to the director of football 
operations and 14 seasons as the football recruiting secretary.

Logsdon received a bachelor’s degree in education from Nebraska 
in 1989.

	

Karin Fusco joined the Nebraska Athletic Department in January of 
2009 as the secretary for the rifle, volleyball and women’s gymnastics 
programs. 
	 Prior to joining the Husker staff, Fusco owned her own business, 
K&S Medical Transcription, while serving as the office manager for KRL 
Psychological Services. She was also the owner of Cleaning by Karin.
	 A Lincoln native, Fusco graduated from Southeast Community 
College with an associate’s degree in word processing and secretarial 
technology with a medical specialization. She has two sons, Gage and 
Avery. 

TOM DUFRESNE
ATHLETIC TRAINER

	 Tom Dufresne is in his 13th year as women’s rifle physical therapist 
and athletic trainer, and serves as the athletic trainer responsible for 
women’s golf, bowling and women’s gymnastics. Dufresne also assists 
in the coordination of rehabilitation for Nebraska’s Olympic sports, 
including men’s and women’s tennis, volleyball, men’s and women’s 
track and field and softball.
	 A former head student athletic trainer at Nebraska, Dufresne joined 
the Husker athletic medicine staff as an assistant athletic trainer and 
physical therapist in 1997. He previously served as an assistant athletic 
trainer at UCLA for nine years before receiving his master’s degree in 
physical therapy in 1991 at Samuel Merritt College in Oakland, Calif.
	 Originally from Ventura, Calif., Dufresne graduated from Nebraska in 
1980. His brother, Mark, was a letterman on the NU football team in 
1976 and 1977. 
	 Tom and his wife, Iffat, have been married for 27 years.

MAKAYLA HIPKE
MEDIA RELATIONS CONTACT

	 Makayla Hipke begins her second season as the media relations 
contact for the Nebraska rifle team in 2012-13, and her third season as 
a student-assistant in the Nebraska Media Relations Office. 
	 Hipke handles all media inquiries for the Huskers, produces the 
annual media guide, coordinates interview requests and updates 
the rifle page on Huskers.com. She is also responsible for updates on 
ThisIsNebraska.com.
	 In addition to her duties with the rifle program, Hipke is also the media 
relations contact for the Nebraska women’s gymnastics program. She 
has previously served as the contact for the Nebraska men’s gymnastics 
and women’s tennis programs.
	 Hipke, a native of Stuart, Neb., is a UCARE research grant recipient 
at Nebraska and an alumna of the Chi Omega sorority. A Peter Kiewit 
Legacy Scholar and honors student at Nebraska, Hipke will graduate in 
December 2012 with a degree in advertising and public relations.



2012-13 Husker Rifle10

Hall of Fame football coach Tom Osborne has 
continued to leave a lasting impression on the history 
of Nebraska Athletics since returning to lead the Husker 
program as the school’s 13th athletic director on Oct. 
16, 2007. Osborne, who led Nebraska to three national 
championships (1994, 1995, 1997) and 255 victories in 
his 25 years as the Huskers’ head football coach, has 
continued to use his impressive leadership skills to 
guide the NU athletic department as a whole over the 
past four seasons.

With the core values of integrity, trust, respect, 
teamwork and loyalty serving as guiding principles for 
Nebraska’s 23-sport program as a whole, Osborne has 
made historic decisions to help the University of Nebraska 
athletic programs for years to come.

In June of 2010, Osborne joined Nebraska Chancellor 
Harvey Perlman and Big Ten Conference Commissioner 
Jim Delany to announce the Huskers would join the Big 
Ten beginning on July 1, 2011. Nebraska’s move to the 
Big Ten will continue to add University-wide academic 
opportunities, while providing financial stability for the 
athletic department for years to come.

Just a few months later, Osborne announced an 
aggressive expansion plan for the east side of Memorial 
Stadium that will increase attendance past 90,000 for the 
first time, while continuing Nebraska’s NCAA record-setting 
sellout streak. The expansion, which is set for completion 
before the 2013 football season, will include athletic and 
academic research components.

In the spring of 2010, the city of Lincoln also received 
voter approval to begin construction on the 16,000-
seat Pinnacle Bank Arena, which will serve as the new 
competitive home for both Nebraska men’s and women’s 
basketball programs beginning in 2013-14.

The basketball programs, the wrestling program and 
many of NU’s other sports also have benefitted from the 
new Hendricks Training Complex at the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center. The facility, which opened in October 
of 2011, includes practice and team areas, and greatly 
expanded athletic medicine and strength training areas.

The Nebraska baseball and softball programs also 
received a new indoor practice facility that opened in 
the fall of 2001 at Haymarket Park.

The first step in Osborne’s aggressive building plan 
for Nebraska’s facilities began in the summer of 2010, as 
the Huskers broke ground on the Student Life Complex 
on the west side of Memorial Stadium. The Student 
Life Complex, which opened in the fall of 2010, directly 
benefits every Husker student-athlete with expanded 
academic resources. 

While Osborne has helped initiate landmark moves 
off the field, he has continued to help coaches and 
student-athletes focus on Nebraska’s tradition of 
competitive success. 

In 2011-12, 10 Husker teams finished among the top 
25 in the nation, including the Nebraska football team’s 
New Year’s Day appearance in the Capital One Bowl.

One of Osborne’s first major decisions as athletic 
director was to hire Bo Pelini as the Huskers’ football 
coach. Pelini, who had spent the 2003 campaign as NU’s 
defensive coordinator, has energized Nebraska’s storied 
tradition with four consecutive nine-win seasons. Pelini’s 
Huskers have finished among the Associated Press top 
25 in each of the last three seasons. The football program 

TOM OSBORNE
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR (FIFTH YEAR)    •     HASTINGS COLLEGE (1959)

also contributed three CoSIDA Academic All-Americans 
to Nebraska’s nation-leading total of 299 all-time, across 
all sports.

Coach Mark Manning’s Husker wrestling program 
added a pair of CoSIDA Academic All-Americans. On 
the mat, NU tied for 21st at the NCAA Championships 
despite entering the season in what appeared to be a 
rebuilding year.

The tradition-rich NU volleyball program captured the 
Huskers’ first-ever Big Ten Conference title in any sport 
in 2011, finishing No. 12 nationally while advancing to 
the second round of the NCAA Tournament. Coach John 
Cook’s squad has claimed four conference crowns since 
Osborne’s return to Nebraska. 

The Husker women’s gymnastics team led by Coach 
Dan Kendig added its first Big Ten championship, while 
finishing eighth nationally in 2012 for its third straight 
top 10 finish. The Nebraska women’s indoor track and 
field team contributed another Big Ten title. Coach 
Gary Pepin’s men added a tie for 11th at the NCAA 
Championships during the outdoor season for its best 
team finish since 2003, after tying for 23rd at the NCAA 
Indoor Championships. The NU men’s and women’s 
track and field teams have combined for four conference 
crowns, while producing eight top-20 finishes over the 
past five years.

The NU women’s basketball team produced one of 
its best seasons in school history by rolling to a 24-9 
record that included a run to the Big Ten Tournament 
championship game. Coach Connie Yori’s Huskers 
finished No. 17 in the final AP poll and advanced to the 
NCAA Tournament for the third time since Osborne’s 
return to Nebraska. The 2010 Huskers ran to the best 
season in school history with a Big 12 title and an NCAA 
Sweet 16 berth in 2010. 

Coach Scott Jacobson led the Nebraska women’s 
tennis team to the best season in school history in 
2012, posting a school-record 24 wins and No. 16 final 
ranking. The Huskers advanced to the second round 
of the NCAA Tournament, marking the third straight 
season the team has advanced to the postseason. The 
Husker men’s tennis program added its first two NCAA 
appearances in school history in 2010 and 2011.

Coach Bill Straub’s bowling team added a third-place 
finish at the 2012 NCAA Championships, marking the 
program’s fifth straight top-eight showing. The Husker 
bowlers claimed the 2009 NCAA title. The Husker softball 
team made three consecutive NCAA Tournament 
appearances from 2009 to 2011, while the Husker 
women’s golf and baseball programs both earned NCAA 
Regional bids in 2008.

Osborne made his second coaching hire since his 
return to Nebraska, when he named two-time Major 
League All-Star, three-time Gold Glove award winner, 
and former No. 1 MLB Draft pick Darin Erstad as the 
baseball team’s new coach on June 2, 2011. Erstad was 
not only one of the best Husker baseball players in 
history, he was the starting punter on NU’s 1994 national 
championship football team coached by Osborne.

The baseball program responded by posting a 35-
23 record in his first season. It marked a five-game 
improvement in the win column over 2011. Osborne 
made another high-profile hire with the addition of 
men’s basketball coach Tim Miles on March 24, 2012. 

Osborne also hired former Husker Stacy Underwood as 
NU’s fourth rifle coach on May 24, 2012.

Academically, Nebraska produced eight CoSIDA 
Academic All-Americans in 2011-12, increasing its 
nation-leading total to 299 all-time, across all sports. 
NU also graduated a school-record 155 student-athletes 
from August of 2011 through May of 2012.

Before being asked by Chancellor Perlman to return 
to Nebraska as athletic director in 2007, Osborne 
served three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives 
(Nebraska’s 3rd congressional district) from 2000 to 2006.

He returned to academia following a 2006 gubernatorial 
bid, serving as a senior lecturer at Nebraska in the College 
of Business Administration, teaching leadership and 
business ethics, in the fall of 2007. Osborne also worked 
as a consultant for local college athletic departments 
for two years.

Osborne and his wife, Nancy, continue to pour their 
time and support into the TeamMates mentoring 
program, which they founded in 1991. TeamMates 
provides encouragement to school-aged youth to 
help them graduate from high school and pursue a 
post-secondary education.

Osborne’s leadership of the TeamMates program 
began while he was putting the final touches on one 
of the best coaching careers in college football history. 
The Hastings, Neb., native, who earned master’s and 
doctoral degrees in educational psychology from the 
University of Nebraska, was named NU’s 25th head 
coach following the 1972 season.

In 25 seasons with Osborne at the helm, the Huskers 
mounted a 255-49-3 record - the sixth-most wins in major 
college history. Osborne’s .836 winning percentage 
ranked fifth all-time. His career came to a close with 
a 42-17 win over No. 3 Tennessee in the 1998 Orange 
Bowl, when he became the first coach in college football 
history to retire as a reigning national champion. 
Following his career, he became one of just four coaches 
in history to have the mandatory three-year waiting 
period waived for induction into the National Football 
Foundation College Hall of Fame in December of 1998.

Osborne’s 1994 and 1995 teams allowed Nebraska 
to become just the second school in history to post 
back-to-back perfect national championship seasons 
(Oklahoma 1955-56). Nebraska put together the best 
five-year run in college football history from 1993 to 
1997, going 60-3 with five straight 11-win seasons.

Osborne led NU to 13 conference crowns, including 
six of his last seven seasons on the sideline. All 25 of his 
Husker teams won at least nine games and went to a 
bowl, while 15 won 10-or-more games.

In the classroom, the NU football program totaled 65 
CoSIDA Academic All-America awards in Osborne’s 25 
years. In fact, he accumulated more football academic 
All-Americans in his 25 years as coach than any other 
football program in the nation has produced in its history.

Prior to becoming head coach, Osborne spent five 
seasons under Devaney, helping the Huskers win back-
to-back national championships in 1970 and 1971. In 
1973, Osborne succeeded Devaney, who also served as 
Nebraska’s Athletic Director from 1967 to 1993.

Osborne and his wife, Nancy, have three adult children, 
Mike, Ann and Suzanne and four grandchildren.

Career Highlights
Nebraska Athletic Director (2007-present)
Congressman, Third District (2000-06)
Nebraska Head Football Coach (1973-97)
Nebraska Assistant Head Football Coach (1972)
Nebraska Assistant Football Coach (1967-71)
Nebraska Part-Time Football Coach (1964-66)
Nebraska Graduate Assistant (1962-63)

Education
Hastings College (1959) - B.A. in history
Nebraska (1963) - M.A. in educational psychology
Nebraska (1965) - Ph.D. in educational psychology

ADMINISTRATION
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Harvey Perlman was named the 
19th Chancellor of the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln on April 1, 2001. 
He had served as Interim Chancellor 
of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
since July 16, 2000.

A former dean of the University of 
Nebraska College of Law (1983-98), 
Perlman has also served as interim 
senior vice chancellor for academic 
affairs at UNL (1995-96).

A Nebraska native, Perlman was 
raised in York, and earned a bachelor of arts in history and a juris doctorate from 
the University of Nebraska. During his law school years, he was editor in chief of the 
Nebraska Law Review and was elected to the Order of the Coif, a law honors society.

He joined the NU law faculty in 1967 after spending a year as a Bigelow Teaching 
Fellow at the University of Chicago Law School. He served on the Nebraska law 
faculty until 1974 when he joined the faculty at the University of Virginia Law 
School. He returned to Nebraska in 1983 when he accepted the deanship of 
the Nebraska Law College, a post he held until 1998 when he returned to the 
professoriate. He has also served as a visiting professor at Florida State University 
College of Law, the University of Puget Sound School of Law and the University 
of Iowa College of Law.

His area of legal expertise lies in torts and intellectual property. He is a member 
of the Nebraska State and American Bar Associations and is a Life Fellow of the 
American Bar Association. Perlman is co-author of “Intellectual Property and 

Unfair Competition” (5th edition, 1998) and co-reporter for the American Law 
Institute’s “Restatement of Unfair Competition” (1994).

He serves on the Council of the American Law Institute, a leading national law 
reform organization, and is currently Chair of the NCAA Bowl Licensing Task 
Force, a member of the NCAA Working Group on Collegiate Model-Rules; and 
is a member of the Big Ten Athletic Council of Presidents and Chancellors.  He 
previously served as a member of the NCAA Board of Directors and is past chair 
of the Bowl Championship Series Presidential Oversight Committee. He serves 
on the Board of Directors of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and is Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Nebraska Innovation Campus Development 
Corporation. He received the George Turner Award from the Nebraska State 
Bar Association for contributions to the legal profession and the Roger T. Larson 
Community Builder Award from the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce.

Perlman and his wife, Susan, an NU alumna, are the parents of two daughters. 
Anne, who earned degrees from UNL and the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, practices medicine in Lincoln and is married to UNL alumnus David Spinar; 
they have three children; Will, Ava, and Marco, Husker fans all. Daughter Amie, 
who received bachelors and juris doctorate degrees from UNL, is a Nebraska 
assistant attorney general and is married to UNL alumnus Ron Larson; they are 
the parents of Caleb and Finn.

Josephine (Jo) R. Potuto, the 
Richard H. Larson Professor of 
Constitutional Law, has been 
Nebraska’s faculty representative 
(FAR) at the NCAA and conference 
level since May 15, 1997.

For the past four years, Potuto has 
been president of the 1A FAR (FARs 
from FBS institutions). In 2002, she 
was named Outstanding Faculty 

Athletics Representative by the All-American Football Foundation.
Potuto spent nine years (the maximum) on the NCAA Division I Committee on 

Infractions (chair her last two years) and currently substitutes on the Committee 
when a member cannot serve.  She is a past Big 12 Conference representative on 
the NCAA Division I Management Council, served on the NCAA Men’s Gymnastics 
Championship Committee, and currently serves on an NCAA-wide (all divisions) 
committee to advise NCAA staff on student-athlete issues.

Potuto is an expert on NCAA enforcement and infractions processes as 
well as on the general NCAA committee structure and has authored several 
articles on NCAA processes and operations. She has testified before the 
House Subcommittee on the Constitution regarding due process in NCAA 
infractions hearings and has made presentations to the Knight Commission 
on Intercollegiate Athletics. She also has lectured on NCAA processes and 
issues at, among others, the Universities of Istanbul, Washington, Maryland, 
and Baltimore.   Potuto is a past adviser to the Uniform Law Commissioners 

Committee to draft a sports agent statute, has drafted rules governing search 
and seizure and hearings for the Nebraska Racing Commission, and also has 
written on issues of gender equity in college athletics.

At Nebraska, Potuto is a member of the academic senate as well as the senate’s 
intercollegiate athletics committee. She also served on Nebraska’s NCAA site 
certification steering committee.

Potuto teaches constitutional law, procedural and criminal law, federal 
jurisdiction, and sports law. She has been a visiting professor of law at the 
University of Arizona, Rutgers University, the Cardozo College of Law at New 
York’s Yeshiva University, the University of Oregon, the University of North 
Carolina, and Seton Hall University. She has worked as an assistant prosecutor 
in the Essex and Morris County (N.J.) prosecutor’s offices.

Potuto was project director and a drafter of the Uniform Law Commissioners 
Sentencing and Corrections Act, as well as the drafter for the Nebraska Supreme 
Court Committee to Draft Criminal Jury Instructions. She is the author of three 
books and numerous articles. She also is a member of the American Law Institute.

Potuto earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism at Rutgers’ Douglass College; 
her master’s degree in English literature at Seton Hall; and her juris doctorate at the 
Rutgers Law College. She is a member of the bars of Nebraska and New Jersey and 
is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit, and the U.S. District Courts for Nebraska and New Jersey.

HARVEY PERLMAN
CHANCELLOR     •     NEBRASKA (1963)

FACULTY ATHLETICS REPRESENTATIVE     •     RUTGERS (1967)

JOSEPHINE POTUTO

ADMINISTRATION


